
Perennial knotweed comparison
Perennial knotweeds (Fallopia spp.) have tall, arching stems that resemble bamboo. The three species in Wisconsin look 

most like each other and are not often confused with other species. Bohemian knotweed is a hybrid of Japanese knotweed 
and giant knotweed, so it has characteristics that are intermediary between the other two species.

From Wilson, Linda M. 2007. Key to Identification of Invasive Knotweeds in British Columbia

Species Stem Leaves

Japanese knotweed 
(Fallopia japonica)

Multiple branches; up to 10 ft tall 4-6” long; squared off leaf base 

Giant knotweed
(Fallopia sachalinensis)

Few or no branches; 10-20+ ft tall 6-14” long; heart-shaped base

Bohemian knotweed
(Fallopia x bohemicum)

Few to several branches; 6-10 ft tall
4-6+” long; base intermediate between 

squared off and heart-shaped

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/plants-animals-and-ecosystems/invasive-species/publications/key_to_identification_of_invasive_knotweeds_in_british_columbia.pdf
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