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WHAT ARE YOUR GOAL FOR YOUR WOODS?

Survey of private woodland owners in Kickapoo valley 
Answers that averaged to be important-very important….

CONNECTION WITH LAND
• Being close to nature
• Solitude 
• Privacy
• Retreat from everyday life 

PERSONAL USE  of LAND
• Recreation
• Personal use of forest products



HOW MANY DIFFERENT INVASIVE 
PLANTS ARE ON YOUR PROPERTY?

1. < 5 species
2. 6-10 species
3. > 10 species
4. I don’t know



WHICH INVASIVE PLANTS IMPACT 
YOUR GOALS?

Difficult to answer as impacts of invasive species are 
• Species specific
• Location specific
• Density specific



WE DON’T KNOW A LOT ABOUT THE IMPACTS 
OF SOME SPECIES……

JAPANESE HEDGEPARSLEY DAME’S ROCKET

Merel Black



WHICH INVASIVE PLANTS IMPACT 
YOUR GOALS?

Ones I would prioritize
1. Species that increase potential to harm humans

2. Species that have documented ecosystem impacts
• Reduce forest regeneration, biodiversity, nutrient cycling

3. Species that are just establishing 
• can easily be eradicated

Work with experts to help with prioritization



Step 1: Plant identification

Step 2:Distribution of population

Step 3: Select appropriate control tactic(s) 

Step 4: Apply control method(s)

Step 5: Monitor and adapt management

APPROACH TO MANAGING INVASIVE PLANTS



STEP 1: PLANT IDENTIFICATION
• Management techniques are usually species specific

Black locust Callery pear



Critical for selection of management techniques
• Where is it on your property
• Where did it come from?

STEP 2: DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION



DEVELOPING A MAP IS CRITICAL!



IT DOESN’T NEED TO BE HIGH TECH!



TRY TO LEARN ABOUT OTHER INVASIVES
NEARBY WITH POTENTIAL TO ARRIVE AND 

IMPACT LANDS
• We have developed tools that 

display currently known 
distribution of invasive plants 
in WI
• WISTIPP viewer
• https://fyi.uwex.edu/wifdn/wist

ipp-viewer/

• Developed predictive models 
to predict suitable habitat



USE THIS INFORMATION TO PRIORITIZE 
CONTROL

Before you begin think about
1. Where are high priority plants growing?

• What control methods are an option here?

2. Level of effectiveness that is acceptable and

3. Timeframe that is needed to obtain the desired result

4. Resources required
• Personal time, $$$$, equipment



THIS IS DIFFICULT! CONSULT EXPERTS FOR HELP!



• Evaluate options based on info from Step 1 and 2

• Search trusted sources for control recommendations
• Look for this information:

• Detailed instructions on how to implement
• Estimate of how effective it is and for how long
• Cost to do yourself or hire someone to do 
• Does using this method impact desired plant species

STEP 3: SELECT APPROPRIATE CONTROL 
TACTIC



• Manipulation of the environment
•

• Physical/mechanical management

• Prescribed fire

• Biological control

• Herbicide

MANY CONTROL TACTICS



WHAT TECHNIQUES SHOULD I BE FAMILIAR 
WITH TO CONTROL WOODY SPECIES

• Something to cut down woody species
• Chainsaw

• Something to pull them out of the ground
• Weed wrench/pulling implement

• Something to spray with a herbicide 
• Foliar, Basal bark, Cut stump/surface



FACTSHEETS ON 
INVASIVE PLANTS 

MANAGEMENT
• UWEX has factsheets that 

summarize control of 49 species 
• Summarizes common and effective 

control methods
• Google UWEX invasive factsheet

• Searchable database with same info
• Google mipncontroldatabase



DETAILED CONTROL INFORMATION

Detailed info on
1. Identification
2. Methods
3. Effectiveness
4. Warnings



• Follow the directions provided
• Pay close attention to details

• What timing is needed to conduct to 
maximize control?

• Can I minimize non-target impacts if I 
apply at a different timing?

• What restrictions are associated with 
the method(s)?

STEP 4: APPLY CONTROL METHOD(S)



• What if I have too much to treat 
in a year?
• Be strategic

• Year 1
• Treat leading new infestations

• Year 2
• treat escapes
• treat further into population

STEP 4: APPLY CONTROL METHOD(S)



STEP 5: MONITOR AND ADAPT MANAGEMENT

• Periodically assess success

• What to assess
• Level of control
• Injury to non-target plants

• Alter management to current 
conditions to optimize effort/success



AN 
EXAMPLE



High priority
• species with high 

impact/spread potential
• species that are uncommon

Medium priority
• species with high 

impact/spread potential
• species that are isolated but 

present in higher density

Low priority
• Widespread
• Limited impact to woods

Monitor
• species absent but nearby



MARK’S LIST OF INVASIVE PLANTS TO KEEP 
OUT OF WI FORESTS

FOREST ECOSYSTEM CHANGERS

• bush honeysuckles*

• autumn Olive

• Japanese barberry*

• black locust

• common/glossy buckthorn

• garlic mustard

• multiflora rose

EARLY DETECTION SPECIES
• black swallowwort

• Japanese hedge parsley

• tree-of-heaven

• burning bush

• Asian bittersweet

• Porcelain berry

• Lesser celandine

• Amur corktree

*Known to directly or indirectly cause impacts to human health



MARK’S TIPS FOR INVASIVE PLANT 
MANAGEMENT PLANNING

1. Monitor for new species entering your lands every year
• If you find one evaluate the benefit/risk of doing nothing
• If you can’t identify a new plant, ask an expert
• Find source populations and minimize spread

2. Manage invasive plants based on your personal goals for the land
• Keep invasive plants known to impact woods out of your forest
• For larger problems think about a multi-year approach

3. Utilize experts and science-based publications to assist your needs
• People will help, just ask!

4. Incorporate invasive plant management into your forest management plan
• Easy structure to include information



THANKS FOR THE TIME AND GOOD LUCK!

Mark Renz  University of Wisconsin-Madison
mrenz@wisc.edu; fyi.uwex.edu/wifdn

Extension Weed Specialist

mailto:mrenz@wisc.edu
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