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I became president of 
MIPN in 2009

MIPN’s mission statement: “to reduce the impact of invasive 
plant species in the Midwest.”

Specific goals
• Develop prevention measures (invasive ornamentals)
• Promote EDRR
• Promote reporting/sharing observations 
• Serve as a bridge between the researchers and land managers



Prevention 
Measures

• Brochure published in 2010
• Turned into App 2012

• Updated in 2014
• Updates planned 

• Add aquatic plants 2018
• Add more woody plants 2019



Promote EDRR



PROMOTE REPORTING 
AND DATA SHARING

Statistics
616,497 County Reports
425,601 Point Reports
1,284 Species 



Bridge between 
researchers/land managers



What should MIPN do NEXT?
• Repeated comments by stakeholders 

that detailed control information is 
lacking



We wrote grants to develop 
a new resource……

• Combined several grants to 
among MIPN stakeholders to 

1. Collect and summarize control 
information 
• species in MIPN Field Guide

2. Summarize and put in a 
searchable database

WI Senator Kohl



• Targeted professionals and others asked to provide for 
control recommendations

• Goal to provide detailed information
• Reduce recommendations that aren’t very effectiveness
• Inform people about recommendations that 

• are overly aggressive
• have severe restrictions on how to use

Created database
2009-2011



Example of overly 
aggressive



How was it developed?

Staff collected and summarized known control information
-Scientific literature
-Conference presentations
-Input from herbicide industry, consultants, land managers

Key attributes were added to management information
-Effectiveness in season and year after treatment
-What time of year you can use it
-Habitat type you can use it in
-User skillset needed to use



Information was reviewed!!

Information was reviewed prior to publication
-Four Reviews were conducted for each species

-Two for edits and general comments.
-Two specialists for target plant species

Once reviewed, information entered into a 
searchable database.
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49 Species in the database
Amur honeysuckle

Asian bittersweet

Bell’s honeysuckle

bird’s-foot trefoil

black locust

black swallowwort

border privet

bull thistle

Canada thistle

common buckthorn

common privet 

common tansy

common teasel

creeping bellflower

crown vetch

cut-leaved teasel

dame’s rocket

European marsh thistle

field bindweed

garlic mustard

glossy buckthorn

hill mustard 

hybrid cattail

Japanese barberry 

Japanese hedge parsley

Japanese honeysuckle

Japanese hop

Japanese knotweed

Japanese stiltgrass

leafy spurge

Morrow’s honeysuckle

multiflora rose

musk thistle

narrow-leaved cattail

plumeless thistle

poison hemlock

purple loosestrife

quackgrass

sericea lespedeza

spotted knapweed

spreading hedge parsley

Tatarian honeysuckle

tree-of-heaven

white sweetclover

wild chervil

wild parsnip 

yellow sweetclover



What it does not do

• Determine if the control measure is suitable 
for your specific site

• Obtain the appropriate permit or license



• Methods that take multiple years to be 
effective are rated as providing poor control 
in database.
• Effectiveness summarized to 1 YAT

• Integrating control methods often yield the 
best control. 
• Not emphasized in this database.

Limitations of this Database



Let’s check it out!

https://mipncontroldatabase.wisc.edu

https://mipncontroldatabase.wisc.edu/


Case Studies
how you can help!



• Who is submitted the information
• name, email, associated organization/company

• What you did (treatment methods) Be specific as possible 
• infestation size, date/season of application, and stage of plant growth.
• If chemical method include active ingredient, product name, and application rate

• Where - location and habitat type

• Effectiveness - How effective was the given treatment? 
• percent control, make sure to include time after treatment (multiple if available)

Valuable experiences can be shared!
We ask for the following info:





1. Greg Corace: glossy buckthorn (Frangula alnus)
• glyphosate

2. Kim Hunter: common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica)
• Goats

3. Brandon Wirsig: sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneata)
• Escort

4. Christian Nelson: common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica)
• glyphosate

5. Bill Minter: Asian bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus)
• Prescribed burning

Why we need your help!
Only 5 case studies submitted (3/19/2018)



• Continuing to add species/information
• Added these species since launch:

• Japanese barberry, cattails, autumn/Russian Olive

• Updating existing information
• Fire info update in 2016

• Challenges in continued support
• Grant-based funding
• Fundraising events to improve
• User charges

Future of MIPN control database



Visit: 
https://mipncontroldatabase.wisc.edu/

Thank you for your time!
Questions?

https://mipncontroldatabase.wisc.edu/






Search for a species













List of species

• Will take you to the species page

• Created link that you can email
• Customized searches allow link to be 

sent too!



Search criteria
• Effectiveness –star rating = percent of the original population 

eliminated (percent control)

• “In season” 
• percent control the year the method is carried out

• “Year after treatment” 
• percent control the year after with no subsequent treatment.
• Includes resprouting and seedling emergence. 
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