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Perennial knotweeds can invade a 
wide range of areas



Most infestations originate near 
populated areas



Populations move into natural areas



Impacts of perennial knotweeds

Les Merhoff Jenn Grieser

Worst in riparian/river systems
• Reductions in biodiversity
• Losses of ecosystem services



Impacts of perennial knotweeds

http://www.japaneseknotweedireland.ie/info
rmation1/japanese-knotweed-problems

https://www.japaneseknotweed.co.uk/japa
nese-knotweed-damage



Several perennial knotweeds are 
regulated plants in Wisconsin

• Giant knotweed 
– Fallopia sachalinensis
– Prohibited 

• Japanese knotweed 
– Fallopia japonica
– Restricted

• Bohemian knotweed 
– Fallopia x bohemica
– Prohibited

986 known infestations 
(2017)



Perennial knotweed general 
description

hollow, bamboo-like stems that can be > 10 ft tall



Knotweed Roots/Rhizomes

• Perennial roots and rhizomes 
– allow plants to survive common management
– Spread

• > 65 ft from parent plants 



Leaf shape can help with 
identification (sometimes)

National Biodiversity Data Centre40 cm = 16 inches



Note how different Bohemian 
leaves can look!

From: Key to Identification of Invasive Knotweeds in British Columbia ; Wilson



Tips to identify

1. Plant size
– > 10 ft giant or bohemian
– < 10 ft Japanese

2. Leaf size/shape
– > 8 inches long = Giant

3. Hairs on underside of leaves
4. Flowers 

– color/arrangement
– Male/female parts of flowers

May need to evaluate DNA!



From our plots
7-9” long!



10-12 ft tall

Bohemian knotweed



What about non-regulated 
ornamental perennial knotweeds?



Good News

• Reports 
suggest 
management 
strategies are 
similar across 
species and 
hybrids!!!!



Bad News

• Perennial knotweed can produce 
viable seed in Wisconsin
– May be low, but have verified 

• Suggests can spread by seed
– May be a long distance spread 

mechanism



Summary

• We have three invasive perennial knotweeds 
in Wisconsin
– Giant knotweed (prohibited)
– Japanese knotweed (restricted)
– Bohemian knotweed = hybrid (prohibited)

• Identification can be difficult
– Important if use NR40 to require management

• Management is similar across species



QUESTIONS
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