
Kickapoo Valley Landowner Workshop: 
Invasive Plants on Your Land

Funding provided by 
the Kickapoo Valley Reforestation Fund

Nuzum



Agenda
MORNING

Time 
10:00 –
10:15

Welcome
Introduce Nuzum Project
Background/impacts of invasive plants 

10:15 –
10:45

I.D. of invasive plants found in Kickapoo Valley
- priority/early detection species
- I.D. resources

10:45 –
11:00

Mapping and monitoring
- Importance of monitoring property over 

time
- Tips for monitoring

11:00 –
12:00

Managing invasive species on your property
- How to prioritize species/tasks
- Developing a management plan
- What resources are available

AFTERNOON
Time Topic
12:00 –
12:30

Lunch

12:30 –
1:00

- Learn about GLEDN app and 
ISMTrack

1:00 –
1:30

Open discussion
- Q/A
- Landowner questions/problems

1. Did you pick up needed handouts 
and/or field guides?

2. Did you sign in?
3. Write down questions for afternoon



Why are we here?
Problem

• Invasive plants impact our 
lands and lives

1. Economics
2. Environment
3. Human Health



Impacts of Bush Honeysuckles

Economic 
Slows timber regeneration 15-30% 
• >$14 billion timber sales in WI

Environment
• Outcompetes native species

• understory species can become extinct after 20 years of invasion
• Poor resource for wildlife

• Infestations can result in reductions in trout and nesting bird populations



Human health impacts from Bush 
Honeysuckle

Honeysuckle improves habitat for the 
lone star tick

Lone star tick carries disease ehrlichiosis
 causes flu-like symptoms

Image courtesy of stlwildones.org



Best approaches to preventing these 
impacts

1. Prevent invasions from establishing
2. Detect invasions early and eradicate 

(EDRR)

PROBLEM: Many landowners don’t 
have the knowledge/resources



Problems and potential opportunities

• Research suggests private woodland owners, while 
interested in managing invasive species, do not have 
the knowledge or expertise to effectively manage this 
threat.

• We are testing this hypothesis in Kickapoo Valley 
woodlands.



Project Details
• Looking for KV woodland landowners to participate in this project

• What participants are required to do:
• Agree to fill out a pre and post survey
• Provide access to lands to be surveyed in summer by staff
• Agree to have any invasive plant observations shared

• What participants get for being involved:
• Map of invasive species on property
• Prioritized list of activities
• Resources to aid in identification and management selection



Workshops will be held in 2018 to 
provide further training



What did we find in 2017?
• Visited 14 properties 

• recorded 1949 observations

• What were the most 
common species?

• Our data suggest these:
1. Asian bittersweet
2. Bush honeysuckles
3. Autumn olive
4. Japanese barberry
5. Common buckthorn

TOP SPECIES FOUND
All sites

• Bush honeysuckle
• multiflora rose

> 70 % of sites
• autumn olive (13)
• Japanese barberry (12)

> 50% of sites
• common buckthorn (8)
• wild parsnip (7)



What we do with the data
• Create models that predict suitable habitat
• Allows us to project potential spread and better understand 

what is driving movement

Phragmites Wild Parsnip



Suitable habitat for Japanese barberry
Current climate Future climate



Step 1: Plant identification

Step 2:Distribution of population

Step 3: Select appropriate control 

Step 4: Apply control method(s)

Step 5: Monitor and adapt

Approach to managing invasive plants



Enjoy the workshop, and please ask if 
you have questions!!!!

Thanks to our partners in this project
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