
INVASIVE PLANT MANAGEMENT ON 
ROADSIDES



TODAY’S OBJECTIVES

1. Identify common roadside invasive plants 
2. Tools to map invasive plant locations
3. Management methods on roadsides  

(mowing, herbicides, removal)
• Effectiveness, costs, benefits, and risks

4. Develop an invasive plant management 
program and integrate it into existing 
vegetation management plan



RESOURCES AND EXPERTS AVAILABLE



WHAT IS AN INVASIVE SPECIES?

Two main points
1. Not native to the area

2. Capable of causing harm
• Environmental
• Economic
• Harm to human health



EXAMPLES OF IMPACTS ON ROADSIDES

• Harm to human health

• Impact infrastructure

• Prevent establishment of 
desired vegetation
• Pollinators
• If not established erosion increased



ROADSIDES ARE HIGHLY SUSCEPTIBLE TO 
INVASION

• Frequently disturbed

• Propagules spread along roads

• Intersect many properties



OFTEN MANAGEMENT IS EASY, BUT………

• Mowing for 3-4 consecutive years can eliminate
• BUT mowing must be done in a 2-4 week period

• One herbicide application can provide two 
years of control 
• BUT cost extra $$$$, may injure other plants/crops, 

community may not support

If nearby populations are not managed, effort will be required indefinitely



INFESTATIONS ARE TYPICALLY 
LOCALIZED TO SPECIFIC ROADS



APPROACHES TO MANAGEMENT

Wild parsnip invading roadsides, volunteers mapped all roadsides in town





KINNICKINNIC AND WILD PARSNIP……..



IT TAKES A COMMUNITY-WIDE RESPONSE TO 
REDUCE INVASIVE PLANTS ON ROADSIDES

Keys to developing a successful management plan
1. Determine which species to manage

2. Map locations

3. Prioritize management and conduct control

4. Manage populations not on roadsides

Conduct for multiple years (3-4 minimum) 



TODAY WE WILL……
• Identification of common roadside invasive plants
• Discuss tools for management and how to apply 

• largescale demonstrations 
• smallscale demonstrations

• Overview challenges and discuss options to overcome
• Discuss mapping options for roadsides
• Overview how to develop an integrated management plan



WILL FOCUS ON EASY TO CONTROL SPECIES



RESOURCES TO ASSIST IN CONTROL
University of Wisconsin Extension

• https://renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu/
• 49 invasive plant identification factsheets
• Research summaries

• https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn/
• WISTIP viewer (invasive plant maps)
• Phenology calendar
• Other educational resources

https://renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn/


QUESTIONS?
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