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Lots of Resources Available to Help!!!!

• Can access through WIFDN website:
• https://fyi.uwex.edu/wifdn/
• www.ipaw.org
• http://weedid.wisc.edu

• Don’t hesitate to ask experts for help…..

https://fyi.uwex.edu/wifdn/
http://www.ipaw.org/
http://weedid.wisc.edu/


NR40 Classification

PROHIBITED
•Not yet established or only in 
pioneer stands

•No person may transport 
(import/ move), possess, 
transfer (buy/ sell) or introduce a 
prohibited species without a 
permit

RESTRICTED
•Already established in state
•No person may transport 
(import/ move), transfer (buy/ 
sell) or introduce a restricted 
species without a permit 
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Japanese Hops (Humulus japonicus)

• Annual herbaceous vine
• Grows up to 35 ft long
• Wet areas
• Leaves with 5+ lobes

• Native hops with 3 lobes

• Downward pointing 
prickly hairs

P
Pg. V-3

R

David Egan, WI DNR

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org



Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)

• Wetland perennial
• Woody, 4-6 sided stems
• Grows 3-7’ tall
• Moist to wet sites
• Full sun to part shade

R

Richard Cardner, UMES, Bugwood.org

Pg. F-16



• Opposite leaves (sometimes 
whorl of 3 leaves)

• Blooms July – September
• Flowers with 5-7 petals

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org



Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica)

• Perennial, bamboo-like
• Arching stems, grow to 10+ ft tall
• Alternate, spade-shaped leaves, 3-4 in 

wide, 4-6 in long
• Plume-like clusters of tiny green to 

white flowers, August - September

R
Pg. F-14



Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Nisa Karimi, WI DNR

Peter M. Dziuk, minnesotawildflowers.info



Several perennial knotweeds are regulated 
plants in Wisconsin

• Giant knotweed 
• Fallopia sachalinensis
• Prohibited 

• Japanese knotweed 
• Fallopia japonica
• Restricted

• Bohemian knotweed 
• Fallopia x bohemica
• Prohibited

986 known infestations 
(2017)



Tips to identify

1. Plant size
• > 10 ft giant or bohemian
• < 10 ft Japanese

2. Leaf size/shape
• > 8 inches long = Giant

3. Hairs on underside of leaves
4. Flowers 

• color/arrangement
• Male/female parts of flowers

May need to evaluate DNA!



Phragmites (Phragmites australis)

• Perennial wetland grass
• Grows 3-20 feet tall
• Dull, rigid, hollow stems
• Large, feathery plumes of 

flowers, 5-16” long
• Dense network of roots 

and rhizomes

P
Pg. G-3

R



Native Phragmites (Phragmites australis)

• Similar height
• Yellowish color
• Smooth flexible stems, often with shiny 

black ink-like spots
• Less dense inflorescences
• Leaves drop at end of growing season

http://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/phragmites/native-or-
not.cfm



Teasels (Dipsacus fullonum, D. laciniatus)

• Monocarpic perennial
• Prickly, angled stem, 2-6 ft tall
• Opposite leaves, join to form cup at stem
• Egg-shaped flower heads
• Spiny bracts at base of flower head

R
Pg. F-21



Common Teasel Cut-leaf Teasel

Chris Evans, University of Illionois, Bugwood.org
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Crown-vetch (Securigera varia)

• Herbaceous perennial
• Creeping stems, 2-6 ft long
• Full to partial sun
• Pinnately compound leaves, 11-

25 leaflets
• Clusters of 14-20 white to 

lavender flowers

R

Dan Tenaglia, missouriplants.com, Bugwood.org

Chris Evans, University of Illionois, Bugwood.org

Pg. F-5



Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus)

• Herbaceous perennial
• Sprawling growth, 6-24” tall
• Sun, edge habitats
• Alternate, clover-like leaves
• Bright yellow, pea-like flowers 

in clusters; June through first 
frost

Pg. F-1



Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea stoebe)

• Short-lived perennial
• Rosette for 1-4 yrs
• Flowering stem 2-4 ft tall
• Dry and disturbed habitats
• Leaves gray-green, deeply divided

R

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org
Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org

Pg. F-17



• Thistle-like flower heads
• Purple, pink, sometimes white

• Blooms mid-summer to fall
• Black-tipped bracts at base of 

flower heads

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org



Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense)

• Perennial
• Grows 1-5’ tall
• Shade intolerant
• Often on edges of wet habitats
• Spreads by rhizomes and seeds

R

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org

Pg. F-2





• Flowers ~ ½ inch wide
• Blooms June – September
• No spines on flowers, stems

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org



Bush Honeysuckles (Lonicera species)

• Dense, multi-stemmed shrubs
• Grow 6-12’ tall
• Opposite, toothless leaves
• Fragrant pairs of flowers at leaf 

axils
• Shaggy, peeling bark
• Hollow pith

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Pg. S-1



Morrow’s honeysuckle 
(Lonicera morrowii)

Bell’s honeysuckle 
(Lonicera x bella)

Tartarian honeysuckle 
(Lonicera tatarica)

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

Patrick Breen, Oregon State University, Bugwood.org 

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of 
Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

Richard Old, XID Services, Inc., Bugwood.org 

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of 
Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

R



Amur honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii)

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

C
huck Bargeron, U

niversity of G
eorgia, Bugw

ood.org 

Courtney LeClair, WI DNR
James H. Miller, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org 

R
P

http://www.invasive.org/images/768x512/5272074.jpg
http://www.invasive.org/images/768x512/5272074.jpg
http://www.invasive.org/images/768x512/1237034.jpg
http://www.invasive.org/images/768x512/1237034.jpg


Buckthorns
Common Buckthorn 
(Rhamnus cathartica)
• Opposite leaves (mostly)
• 4-petaled flowers (May – June)
• Most aggressive in well-

drained soils

Glossy Buckthorn 
(Frangula alnus)
• Alternate leaves
• 5-petaled flowers (May – frost)
• Most aggressive in wet soils

R
Pg. T-2, S-2



Paul Wray, Iowa State University, Bugwood.org Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Common Buckthorn Glossy Buckthorn
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Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii)

• Dense, spiny shrub
• Typically 2-3’ tall, can grow to 6’
• Reddish brown branches, deeply 

grooved, zig-zag form
• Inner bark fluorescent yellow

R

Richard Gardner, UMES, Bugwood.org

Pg. S-3



Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/dtopics/tickborne/ticks.html



Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora)
• Perennial, thorny, thicket-

forming shrub
• Grows up to 10 – 15 ft
• Full to partial sun
• Alternate, pinnately compound 

leaves with 5 – 11 leaflets
• Fringed stipules at base of leaf

R

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Pg. S-4



• Abundant flowers in loose clusters
• ½” – 1 ½ ”, white to pink
• Blooms mid to late spring
• Bright red fruits

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org



Autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellata)

• Multi-stemmed shrub
• Grows to 20’
• Alternate leaves, silver-gray on 

underside, wavy edges
• Fragrant flowers, late spring
• Reddish fruits with silver scales

R

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Pg. S-5



Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org



Amur Maple (Acer ginnala)

• Deciduous shrub/tree
• Grows 15-20 ft tall
• Opposite leaves with 3 lobes
• Bright red fall foliage

R

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org

Paul Wray, Iowa State University, Bugwood.org



Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata)

• Biennial
• Grows 2-4 ft tall
• 4-petaled white flowers
• Smells like garlic when crushed

R
Pg. F-8





Japanese Hedgeparsley (Torilis japonica)

• Biennial
• Grows 2-6 ft tall
• Alternate, fern-like leaves
• Flat-topped umbels of tiny, 

white flowers bloom July – Aug
• Hooked hairs on fruits

R
P

Dan Tenaglia, Missouriplants.com, Bugwood.org

S. Kelly Kearns, WI DNR

S. Kelly Kearns, WI DNR

Pg. F-10



Scarlet Pimpernel (Pimpinella saxifraga)

• Perennial
• Grows 2-3 ft tall
• Shade to sun
• Clusters of small white flowers, 

bloom June - August

R



• Lowest leaves up to 1 ft long, 
pinnately compound

• Upper leaves more divided



Biennial thistles 

• Biennial, first year leaves grow 
up to 1.5 ft long

• Flowering stems grow 1-7 ft tall
• Sun to partial sun
• Alternate leaves

R
Pg. F-22

Steve Dewey, Utah State University, Bugwood.org

Todd Pfeiffer, Klamath County Weed Control, Bugwood.org



Bull Thistle (Cirsium vulgare)

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.orgBruce Ackley, The Ohio State University, Bugwood.org



Spiny Plumeless Thistle (Carduus acanthoides)

Todd Pfeiffer, Klamath County Weed Control, Bugwood.org Steven Katovich, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org



Musk Thistle (Carduus nutans)

Richardd Gardner, UMES, Bugwood.org
Bruce Ackley, The Ohio State University, Bugwood.org



Native Thistles

Field Thistle (Cirsium discolor) Tall Thistle (Cirsium altissimum)



Wild Parsnip (Pastinaca sativa)

• Monocarpic perennial
• Flowering stem up to 5’
• Shade intolerant
• Variety of habitats
• Blooms June – July+

R
Pg. F-24



• Basal rosette
• Grooved, hollow stems
• CAUTION! Contact              

with sap causes 
phytophotodermatitis



Wild Parsnip Look Alikes

Cow Parsnip Golden Alexanders



Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris arundinacea)

• Perennial, cool season grass
• Wetlands + other habitats
• Monotypic stands with DENSE 

root mats
• Blooms May – June

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Pg. G-4



Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org
Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org



Bouncing Bet (Saponaria officinalis)

• Herbaceous perennial, 1 -3 ft tall
• Full to partial sun
• Opposite, oval shaped leaves 

with 3 prominent parallel veins
• Cluster of white to pink flowers 

with 5 notched petals
• Light green to reddish at base of 

flower
• Blooms July - September



Wild Blue Phlox (Phlox divaricata)

• Grows 1 – 1.5 feet tall in 
shade to part shade

• Leaves 1-2 inches long, finely 
hairy

• Blooms April – June
• Purplish calyx at base of 

flower with narrow spreading 
teeth
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