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Project Goals

 Demonstrate management
techniques for common roadside
iInvasive plants in Wisconsin

* Provide information + resources on
roadside invasive plant
identification, mapping,
management, + management
planning

* Focus on local (county, municipal)
ROW managers




Y | / A

May 2019:
Set up
demonstration
plots

July — Aug 2019:

Hold workshops;

conduct Attendee
Survey

Sept — Oct 2019:
Conduct Manager
Survey

Oct — Nov 2020:
Conduct One-
Year Follow-Up

Manager Survey
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Tools Available for Large-scale Use

MOWING HERBICIDE REMOVAL



Invasive Plant Management Demonstrations

 Large-scale (1/2 mile +) herbicide

« Small-scale (10 x 15 ft) herbicide,
mowing, removal

PROADCAST

Opensth(. 2 ozfacre
MOW ax EARLY

5 t3
 proadleaf P
S| when plants are bolting

affective a0




Y / | A

Workshop Learning Objectives

* Identify common roadside
invasive plants

* Monitor invasive plants on
roadsides

* Apply mechanical and/or
chemical management
techniques at the proper time

* Develop an invasive plant
management plan
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e 200+ attendees

53 municipal + 25 county
highway departments

State/federal agencies
Tribal governments
Non-profits

CISMAs

 Attendee Survey (n=139)
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According to 90%+ of attendees,
the most useful workshop sessions were
invasive plant management demonstration plots
and
invasive plant identification
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Attendees reported a gain in knowledge on all workshop topics

Develop a management plan for invasive plants

Use mowing to manage roadside invasive plants

Use herbicides to manage roadside invasive plants
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| Monitor invasive plants

|ldentify common roadside invasive plants

o
RN ]
N

Self-reported knowledge:
0 = none Before Workshop  m After Workshop
1 = not much

2 = fair amount

3 = great amount



Overall a very good
workshop.

It was worth my time to
attend.

Liked having
experts that | could
ask my herbicide
guestions to. |
really like this
education format.

Topics were

concise and
informative!
Excellent Well done!
variety of
experts.

Local research
is beneficial.

Very helpful going to
field to look at plots.
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May 2019:
Set up
demonstration
plots

July — Aug 2019:

Hold workshops;

conduct Attendee
Survey

n=57

Sept — Oct 2019:
Conduct Manager
Survey

Oct — Nov 2020:
Conduct One-
Year Follow-Up

Manager Survey

n=24
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Current Management Practices

Mowed once

Mowed twice

Mowed three times

Mowed more than three times
Herbicide applied

PGR applied

Other management applied
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Managers who attended workshop
(n=57) represent organizations
that manage over 19,000 centerline
miles of road (17% of WI roads)

87% 78%
said they made
plan to changes
make at least one
management

change in the
next year
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Changes in Management Practices One Year After Workshops

Management Plan

Mapping

Herbicide Products

Herbicide Application

Mowing
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“We hired extra mowers to keep up with
mowing. Next year we are implementing
alter[nating] mowing and spraying”

- Northeast WI County Highway Department

“We conducted 10 miles of test plots on 3
different sites to demonstrate the
effectiveness of a PGR/herbicide treatment
to the County Highway Committee and the
public. This was done to build support for

future large-scale application.”
- Western Wil County Highway Department
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How Has COVID-19 Impacted Resources?

| | | |
Access to Equipment -
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How Did COVID-19 Impact Management Plans for 20207

“Funding for plant control
was shifted to the clerks
office due to increase[d]
election costs”

- Northwestern WI Town

“Not at all. Staff were able to
social distance while
completing the work.”

- Western WI County

“Significant portion of routine
maintenance deferred during
COVID turbulence.”

- Utility Company



* Multi-group partnership key @RenZWeedeence @
to demonstration plot + COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL & LIFE SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON Extension
workshop success

* Demand for more
workshops in similar format

« Some ROW management
changes implemented

» Additional efforts + i | Nutrien
partnerships motivating 71\
more management changes

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON
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“The workshop was very eye opening for me as a
department head that doesn't always see the
issues firsthand. The changes we have proposed
received tremendous support from the public and
County Highway Committee.”

- Western WI County Highway Department
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Thank you!

Anne Pearce
anne.pearce@wisc.edu
RenzWeedScience.cals.wisc.edu
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