
Life History: Warm season perennial 

grass that produces clumps of leafy 

shoots attached by rhizomes.  This plant 

has been observed spreading 

throughout southern Wisconsin.

Leaves: Alternate with flat, green 

leaves with limited to no hairs and a 

prominent white midvein.  Leaf height 

and length can vary but can exceed 2’ 

in length and 1” in width. When leaves 

emerge from the bud, they are rolled, 

and where the leaf attaches to the stem 

(collar) a membranous ligule is present 

with hairs at the tip. 

Stem/Rhizome: Stems are round and 

not branched and can reach 7’ tall. 

Rhizomes can vary in size and can 

exceed 1” in diameter. Rhizomes have 

visible nodes and often curve upward 

toward soil surface.

Flower/Fruit: Plants produce flowers with 

an open pyramidal shape 1-2’ long, 0.5-1’ 

wide. Blooms in fall (Sept-Oct) producing 

round dark red to brown to black seeds 

around 0.1” long.

Similar Plants: Several annual grasses 

can be mistaken with johnsongrass. Dig 

up plants to look for rhizomes to avoid 

confusion. Shattercane (Sorghum bicolor) 

is particularly difficult to differentiate as it 

is a hybrid between this species and 

sorghum. Shattercane, however is an 

annual and lacks rhizomes.

Wisconsin Weed Identification

Johnsongrass – Sorghum halepense

More information? 

Visit renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu
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Rhizomes sprouting new stems

Clumping plant with pyramidal seedheads

White midvein (left) and ligule (right)
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