
Leaves: Young leaves develop in late fall/
spring without a stem (rosette). Leaves 
are narrow to oval and have a petiole. 
Margins can be smooth to toothed. Stem 
leaves are 0.75-4" long, alternate (may 
appear opposite), without petioles. 
Leaves become more narrow and smaller 
towards the top of the plant. All leaves are 
bright green with coarse white hairs.

Stem: Single stem covered with 
bristly hairs, grows vertically up to 6’ tall. 
Branching can occur in upper part of the 
plant.

Life History: Annual that germinates in 
fall or spring. Reproduces by seed.

Similar Plants: Rosettes can be confused 
with fleabane species. While emergence 
timing is similar, fleabane stems are 
branched and flowers are daisy-like and 
easily distinguished from horseweed. 

Flower/Fruit: Many small urn shaped 
flowers (0.125-0.2" across) on short 
branches near top of main stem. Petals 
are yellow and white and visible from July 
through October.

More information?
Visit renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu
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Wisconsin Weed Identification
horseweed (marestail) - Conyza canadensis
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