
Leaves: Long-stalked basal leaves 
emerging in spring (rosette) are narrow 
with a pointed tip. Alternate on stem and 
become smaller and stalkless towards the 
top. Gray-green in color with smooth 
margins and hairy surfaces. Stem leaves 
grow 0.5-3” long.

Stem: Gray-green, covered in rough hairs. 
8-36” tall. Many branches at top. 

Life History: Short-lived simple 
perennial (occasionally annual) that 
emerges from taproot in March-April. 
Spread occurs by seed.

Similar Plants: Other mustard family 
plants including field pennycress, 
shepherd’s purse, and pepperweed also 
have 4-petaled white flowers, but don’t 
have lobed petals. Hairy non-clasping 
stem leaves without toothed margins help 
distinguish this plant from other white 
flowering species. 

Flower/Fruit: Individual, white flowers 
with four petals (2 lobes). 
Inflorescences are 1-2” across found near 
the tips of stems. Blooms late May-autumn. 

Additional Notes: Fresh or dried plant is 
toxic to horses if ingested.

More information?
Visit renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu
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