Wisconsin Weed Identification

1ant ragweed - Ambrosia trifida

Life History: Annual, reproducing by

seed. Begins to germinate in late March to

mid-April.

Leaves: Opposite except at the ends of
stems where they may be

alternate; large (up to 12” long and 8”
wide). Lower stem leaves have 3 to
occasionally 5 lobes. Upper stem leaves
smaller, may be unlobed. Margins are
toothed or entire; surfaces are sometimes
hairy and rough.

Stem: 2-18’ tall, erect and usually
branched with the upper branches often
reaching heights equal to the

central stem. Stem surface is coarse with
spreading hairs.

Flower/Fruit: Similar to common
ragweed with yellow to green spike-like
inflorescences (racemes) up to 11” long,
often branched at the base. Female
flowers up to 0.5” long cluster at the base
of spikes. Blooms late July to August.

Similar Plants: Giant ragweed’s leaves
are usually oppositely arranged and
divided into 3-5 lobes, distinguishing
them from common ragweed’s usually
alternate and pinnately divided leaves.
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