Wisconsin Weed Identification
glant foxtail - Setaria faberi

Life History: Annual, reproducing by seed.

Begins to germinate in late April.

Leaves: Alternate, 4-16” long and
0.25-0.75” wide with pointed tips and a
hairy upper surface. Also has a dense band
of hairs where the leaf joins the stem
(ligule). No auricles (tissue that clasps the
stem near leaf attachment) are present.
Leaves in buds are rolled, not folded.

Stem: Up to 7’ tall; mostly upright but can
grow close to the ground if other
vegetation is absent. Stem is smooth.
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Flower/Fruit: Nodding head up to 8” long
and 1” thick, composed of dense clusters of
flowers less than 0.1” long. Each flower has
3-6 yellowish green bristles. Blooms late
July to early August but seedheads remain
on plants through winter.

Similar Plants: Green foxtail is
distinguished from giant foxtail by its
absence of hairs on the upper leaf surface,
shorter stem (rarely exceeds 3.5’), and

a more erect seedhead that’s 0.4-6” long
and 0.25-0.8” wide. Yellow foxtail can be
distinguished as it has long, kinked hairs
(0.125-0.4” long) on the upper leaf blade
surface near the stem, flattened stem and
yellow seedhead that’s more narrow and
shorter (0.8-4” long) than giant foxtail.
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