Wisconsin Weed Identification

curly dock - Rumex crispus

Life History: Simple perennial with a
taproot. Shoots emerge from taproot in
mid-spring, but spread is only by seed.

Leaves: Dull green color becoming
reddish purple. Basal leaves emerge in
spring (rosette) that are narrow with a
pointed tip (lanceolate). Leaves grow
6-12” long with wavy margins. Stems form
in late spring with alternate leaves that
are smaller than basal leaves.

Stem: 1-4’ tall, upright, round and
hairless with ridges. Stems have a papery
sheath (ocrea) up to 2” long where the
leaf attaches to the stem.
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Flower/Fruit: Clusters of 10-25 small
flowers are found at the tip of stems.
Flowers have no petals and two sets of
sepals that are yellow to green turning
red in color. Blooms from June-July.

Similar Plants: Common and giant
burdock are often confused with this
species, but can be distinguished by their
large (> 1’°) leaves with heart-shaped
base and woolly underside as well as
clusters of purple flowers

surrounded by hooked bracts. Prairie
dock is also similar to curly dock, but
can be distinguished by its large shovel
shaped leaves with a rough surface and
yellow flowers.
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