
Leaves: Seedlings form bluish to 
gray-green basal leaves during first year 
only (rosette). Leaves are 1’ long and 4” 
wide and covered in woolly hairs.
 Second year plants flower and have 
alternate, slightly winged leaves. Edges of 
the leaves (margin) are smooth or slightly 
toothed. 

Stem/Root: Densely hairy and unbranched 
forming a single stem that can exceed 6.5’.

Life History: Biennial that spreads by 
seed. Seedlings can germinate in spring, 
late summer, or early autumn.

Similar Plants: Moth mullein is 
similar but can be distinguished from 
common mullein as it only grows 2-4’ tall, 
has toothed margins, lacks hairs on leaves 
and stem, and has loosely arranged 
flowers on a spike.

Flower/Fruit: Small (about 1”) yellow 
flowers with 5 petals are clustered in a 
dense spike at the tip of the stem. Blooms 
from June to September.

More information?
Visit renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu
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