Wisconsin Weed Identification
common lambsquarters - Chenopodium album

Life History: Annual, reproducing by
seeds. Can first germinate as early as
March, but initial emergence is typically in
mid-April.

Leaves: First few true leaves are

opposite, but others are alternate. Leaves
are 1-4” long and triangular to oval with a
pointed tip (lanceolate) and have
irregularly toothed margins. Surfaces are
often covered with fine white glands giving
a white-mealy appearance.

Stem: Erect, 0.5-6.5’ tall with white to
purple stripes. Plants are moderately to
highly branched depending on the
environment.

Flower/Fruit: Tiny (<0.1”), green flowers
grouped in small clusters at the ends of
branches and where the leaf is attached to
the stem (axils) in a spike-like
arrangement. Blooms from June to
September.

Similar Plants: May be distinguished from
other weeds by its leaf shape, stripes on
the stem, and white-mealy coated leaves.
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