Wisconsin Weed Identification
common burdock - Arctium minus

Life History: Biennial with seedlings and

plants that will flower emerging in late
March through mid-April. Spread of this
plant is by seed.

Leaves: Seedlings form large (over 1’
long), heart-shaped leaves during first
year only (rosette). Second year plants
flower and have smaller leaves that
alternate on the stem. Upper surface is
green and smooth, lower surface is light
green with woolly hairs. Margins are
toothed to wavy.

Stem: Stems form in second year and are
3-5’+ tall. Stems are hollow, hairy, and
grooved.

Flower/Fruit: Purple gumdrop-shaped,
surrounded by bracts with small hooks.
Grows 0.5-0.75” across. Blooms
July-October.

Similar Plants: Curly dock is similar but
has narrow, long leaves with a wavy
margin and lacks woolly hairs on the
underside of leaves. Another species of
burdock is also common in Wisconsin
(Great burdock). While less common,
this species is taller with larger
flowerheads.
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