Wisconsin Weed Identification
comfirey - Symphytum officinale

Life History: Perennial plant reproducing
vegetatively by belowground roots and by
seed. Plants first emerge in mid-April.

Leaves: Alternate on the lower stem but
upper leaves are opposite. Leaves are oval
to oblong 2-10” long and 0.75-4” wide with
pointed tips and smooth margins. The
upper surface is dark green while lower
surface is light green; both covered in
bristly hairs. Leaf stalks (petioles) are
winged.

Stem: Many erect stems growing 2-4’ tall
forming dense clumps. Stems are often
branched and covered in bristly hairs.

Kaff Chayka

Flower/Fruit: Pink, purple, or white
bell-shaped, tubular flowers that arch
downward. Flowers have 5 petals that are
shallowly lobed. Clusters are 0.75-2” across
and grow from where the leaf attaches to
the stem (axil) and ends of stems in the
upper plant. Blooms May to August.

Similar Plants: Creeping bellflower is
similar, but can be distinguished by heart-
shaped rough leaves with toothed margins
and flowers arranged on one side of stem.
Northern bluebells are also similar, but
are found in forest edges while comfrey is
found in sunny, disturbed areas.
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