
Leaves: Leaves growing from base without 
a visible stem (basal rosette) can be > 14” 
long. Leaves are egg-shaped (up to 7.5” 
long and 5.5” wide), hairless and waxy in 
appearance with distinct veins. Color of the 
leaves is a distinct light green but the base 
of the leafstalk (petiole) has a purple tint.

Stem: Leafless, erect stem growing 6-12” 
tall consisting of small flowers/fruit.

Life History: Simple, non-creeping 
perennial. Spreads only by seed. Emerges 
in early April. 

Similar Plants: Broadleaf plantain is 
similar to blackseed plaintain but its leaves 
have smooth margins and are green at the 
base of the stalk. Broadleaf plantain 
produces oval seed capsules (3-5 mm 
long).

Flower/Fruit: Spikes up to 10” tall with 
inconspicuous flowers.  Blooms 
June-October. Develops cylindrical seed 
capsules up to 0.25’’ long.

More information?
Visit renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu
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Wisconsin Weed Identification
blackseed plantain - Plantago rugelii
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