
Leaves: Hairless, 0.25-0.75” wide and up to 
20” long. Blade has rough edges (margins) 
and a distinct midvein. Leaves in buds are 
rolled, not folded.

Stem: Flat, typically 1-3’ long. 

Life History: Summer annual grass that 
emerges in spring. Reproduces by seed.

Similar Plants: Barnyardgrass is often  
misidentified with other grasses. Traits that 
differentiate barnyardgrass from common 
grasses in Wisconsin include flattened 
stems, no ligule or auricle, and no hairs on 
the plant.

Flower/Fruit: Seedhead with a central 
stem and spreading, nearly erect
branches with clusters of spikelets. 
Flowerhead is often purple tinged. 
Bristles can be present on tips of fruit (awn) 
but is often small or even absent. 
Flowering occurs July through September.

More information?
Visit renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu
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Wisconsin Weed Identification
barnyardgrass - Echinochola crusgalli

Leaf Sheath: Hairless, lacking hairs or a 
membrane where the leaf blade joins the 
stem (ligule). Plants also lack an auricle 
(tissue that clasps the stem).

http://renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu

