Wisconsin Weed Identification
fleabane species - Erigeron spp.

Life History: Annual or sometimes
biennial. Some species can be short-lived
perennial. Reproduces by seed.

Leaves: Basal rosette with broadly
elliptic, hairy leaves with coarsely
toothed margins. Alternate stem leaves
1-3” wide, up to 6” long. Hairy; oval,
lanceolate, or narrowly elliptic in shape.
Margins can be smooth or shallowly
toothed. Leaves get progressively smaller
and stalkless up the stem.

Stem/Root: Erect, 1-5’ tall; covered in
hairs.
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Flower/Fruit: 0.5-1” wide flowerheads
form open clusters at the end of stems.
White or pinkish to purplish ray flowers
surround yellow disk flowers. Blooms
June-October.

Similar Plants: Philadelphia fleabane
has broadly clasping middle and upper
stem leaves. Annual and daisy fleabane
leaves usually not clasping the stem.
Daisy fleabane leaves are darker green
and more narrow than annual. Varying
numbers of ray flowers: annual fleabane
has 80-125 white rays, daisy fleabane
has 50-100 pinkish to purple rays, and
Philadelphia fleabane has 150+ pinkish
to white rays. Philadelphia fleabane also
blooms earlier (May-June).
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