
Leaves: Oblong with smooth margins and 
rounded to pointed tips. Opposite 
attachment to stem on short petioles. 
Grow 4-8” long. Smooth, hairless upper 
surface and a lower surface covered in 
short hairs. The upper surface is dark 
green, featuring a prominent white mid-
vein. Entire plant contains milky sap.

Stem/Root: 2-5’ tall, round, green stem 
covered in short downy hairs. 

Life History: Perennial. Reproduces by 
seeds and rhizomes. Shoots emerge from 
April through May.

Similar Plants: Hemp dogbane has oval, 
pointed leaves that are hairless; 
greenish-white flowers; and a 
reddish-brown stem with multiple 
branches on the upper part of the plant. 
Swamp milkweed is distinguished by 
its pink, umbel-shaped flowers, narrow 
leaves, and non-warty seed pods. 
Sullivant’s milkweed has convex flower 
clusters and narrow leaves with no leaf 
stalk or leaves somewhat clasping the 
stem. 

Flower/Fruit: Pink to white globe-like 
clusters at the stem tips and upper leaf 
axils. Individual flowers are small 
(0.25-0.4” across) with horns and hoods. 
Blooms in late June to early August. 
Fragrant. 

Additional Notes: Toxic to humans and 
cattle if ingested. Primary food source for 
monarch butterfly larvae.

More information?
Visit renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu
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